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English Language Arts  
 

Grade Level: 7 Text Title: The Cremation of Sam McGee 

Text-Dependent Questions:  
What is meant by the figurative expression Talk of your cold! through 
the parka’s fold/ it stabbed like a driven nail ? What type of figurative 
language is used?  
 
Describe the plot of the poem.  
 
Describe the problem. How was it resolved?  
 
 

Academic Vocabulary:  
analyze 
setting  
character 
character traits 
plot  
drama 
infer 
inference 
figurative meaning  
specific  
impact 
word choice 
determine 
interpret 
 

Performance Tasks:  
Write a multi-paragraph essay which discusses whether the narrator is 
obligated to cremate Sam McGee. Support your claim with evidence 
from the text.  

Essential Skills: 
● Analyze elements of story/drama  
● Describe how story elements influence the characters as the 

plot moves towards resolution  
● Analyze the form or structure of poetry 
● Understand figurative language  
● Interpret figurative language  

 

Common Core State Standards:  
RL 7.3 
RL 7.5  
RL 7.4 
L7.5  

 

 


